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Program Description
The Big Sky Pulmonary Conference is a continuing education conference for 
health professionals, which will highlight promising methods of preventing 
and managing respiratory illness and associated risk factors according to 
evidence based guidelines. The theme of this year’s conference is Team 
Based Pulmonary Care: Best Practices and Emerging Research.

Objectives
At the completion of this activity, participants should be able to:
  • �Identify methods to promote respiratory health and improve care for 

pulmonary patients.
  • �Describe how to best utilize a team based approach to implement 

evidence based recommendations and improve systems of care to 
pulmonary patients. 

  • �Discuss emerging research in the field of pulmonary medicine and its 
implications to the future of medical practice.

Continuing Education Credits
The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services is affiliated 
with the University of Washington School of Medicine. 

The University of Washington School of Medicine is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The University of Washington School of Medicine designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 12.0 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should 
claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.

APPLICATIONS FOR CE APPROVAL HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE 
FOLLOWING ENTITIES:  
  • Montana Board of Pharmacy
  • Montana Board of Respiratory Care (approved for 12 CEUs) 
  • Montana Nurses Association
Visit http://dphhs.mt.gov/asthma for updated credit approvals.

Application for CME credit has also been submitted to the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.  Determination of credit is pending.
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Agenda
Thursday, March 17th
5:00-6:00 pm	 Opening Reception and Welcome	  

6:00-7:00 pm	 �Session 1 
COPD – A multidisciplinary  
approach to treatment

	 • � �William Janssen, MD, FACCP  
Assistant Professor of Medicine,  
National Jewish Health, Denver, Colorado

7:00-8:00 pm	 �Session 2 
Management of difficult asthma  
using a team based approach

	 • �Jerimiah Lysinger, MD  
Pediatric Pulmonologist,  
Billings Clinic, Billings, Montana

Friday, March 18th
8:00-8:15 am	� Welcome and Introduction of Morning Speakers

8:15-9:15 am	 �Session 3 
Occupational and environmental 
asthma: the practicalities and  
pitfalls of a difficult diagnosis

	 • �John Schumpert, MD, MPH, FACOEM 
President and Medical Director, Resources 
for Environmental and Occupational Health 
(REOH), Missoula, Montana

9:15-10:15 am	 Session 4 
	� What else is there besides  

sleep apnea?
	 • �Thomas Thigpen, MD 

Medical Director, The Sleep Center at St. 
Vincent’s Healthcare, Billings, Montana 

10:15-10:45 am	 Break and Visit Exhibitors	

10:45-11:45 am	 �Session 5 
Acute idiopathic pulmonary 
hemorrhage of infancy- 
The Cleveland experience

	 • �Paul Smith, D.O. 
Director of Pediatric Critical Care and 
Pulmonary Services,  
Community Medical Center,  
Missoula, Montana 

11:45 am-	 LUNCH 
12:45 pm 	

12:45-1:00 pm	 Introduction of Afternoon Speakers	

1:00-2:00 pm	 �Session 6 
Airway clearance and respiratory 
medication delivery devices

	 • �Becky Ghekiere, RRT  
Registered Respiratory Therapist,  
Great Falls Clinic, Great Falls, Montana 

2:00-3:00 pm	 Session 7 
	 �New guidelines for management 

of hemoptysis and  
pneumothorax in cystic fibrosis

	 • �Jerimiah Lysinger, MD  
Pediatric Pulmonologist,  
Billings Clinic, Billings, Montana

3:00-3:30 pm	 Break and Visit Exhibitors

3:30-4:30 pm	 Session 8 
	 Cystic Fibrosis related diabetes
	 • �Jennifer Janssen, MD  

Assistant Professor of Medicine,  
National Jewish Health,  
Denver, Colorado 

Saturday, March 19th 

7:15-7:30 am	 Welcome and Introductions

7:30-8:30 am	 �Session 9
	� Update in ARDS and acute lung injury
	 • �William Janssen, MD, FACCP 

Assistant Professor of Medicine,  
National Jewish Health, Denver, Colorado 

8:30-9:30 am	 Session 10 
	� Asthma pathways for the ED and 

inpatient hospital units
	 • �Monica Federico, MD  

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics,  
University of Colorado and  
The Children’s Hospital, Aurora, Colorado 

9:30-10:00 am	 Break and Visit Exhibitors

10:00-11:00 am	 Session 11 
	� Team approach to the management  

of obstructive sleep apnea
	 • ��Thomas Thigpen, MD 

Medical Director, The Sleep Center at  
St. Vincent’s Healthcare, Billings, Montana 

11:00 am-	 Session 12 
12:00 pm	 Vitamin D and lung disease
	 • �Jennifer Janssen, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine,  
National Jewish Health, Denver, Colorado 

12:00 -12:15 pm	 Closing Remarks and Evaluation

Registration
First Name*: ____________________________________________________________
Last Name*:_____________________________________________________________
Organization/Affiliation*: ___________________________________________________
                                                       (*List these items as you wish for them to appear on your nametag)

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ______________

E-mail Address:__________________________________________________________
                                                  Confirmation will be sent electronically if e-mail provided
Daytime Phone: _________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:_________________________________________________

Relationship: ____________________________________Phone:__________________

Please check your profession:
 Pediatrician
 �Family 

Practitioner
 Internist
 Nurse/NP

 Pharmacist
 Pulmonologist
 Allergist
 Cardiologist
 Sleep Physician

 �Critical Care 
Physician

 �Physician 
Assistant

 

 �Respiratory 
Therapist

 Student
 Other ______
______________

Registration Fee (includes reception, breakfast, lunch and breaks)

Check one:                                      Through Feb. 17               Feb. 18 – March 17
 Registration Fee                                   $150                                   $175
 Student Registration Fee                       $120                                   $145

Discounted Ski Lift Tickets
Discounted lift tickets are available to conference participants at a rate of $59 per adult 
per day for those registered in accommodations at Big Sky Inc. only. Please check below 
if you would like to purchase a discounted lift ticket. PLEASE ADD THE PRICE OF THE 
LIFT TICKET TO YOUR REGISTRATION FEE. 
 I would like a discounted ski lift ticket ($59). Quantity Requested:______________
No discounted tickets will be available at the lift ticket window for those not ordering in advance.

Payment Method:
Total Amount (including lift tickets): _______________
 Check  (Payable to UM-SELL, Tax ID #81-600173)   Check #________________
 Credit Card         Visa    MasterCard
Card # ______________________________________ Expiration__________________
PLEASE NOTE:   Attendees applying for CME credit will need to pay the $40 processing fee 
directly to the University of Washington School of Medicine CME office post-conference.   
The CME processing fee is not built into the registration fee.

Green Conference Initiative
In an effort to minimize environmental impact, the Big Sky Pulmonary Conference would 
like to offer an alternative solution to hard copy printouts. 

Please check whether you would like to receive hard copy presentation handouts OR 
presentation handouts in electronic form; i.e. CD or thumb drive (PDF) only.  Please 
note:  hard copy materials will only be printed for those who indicate that option.   
A very limited number of extra copies will be available onsite.

 I would like to receive hard copy presentation handouts.
 I would like to receive electronic presentaion handouts.

Registration Information
• �Please complete one form per participant.  
•_ Payment must be included with registration to guarantee your space in the program.
• �Mail or fax form and payment to Michelle Quinn, The University of Montana –  

School of Extended & Lifelong Learning, 32 Campus Drive, Missoula, MT  59812-1728  
Phone (406) 243-4866; Fax (406) 243-2047
• �Once we receive your registration form, we will send you a Confirmation Notice and 
Logistics Information.

Cancellation Information
• �Cancellations and substitutions must be requested in writing to The University of 
Montana, School of Extended & Lifelong Learning (address above). 
• Cancellations made before March 3rd will be subject to a $20 processing fee. 
•_ No-shows forfeit entire registration fee and no refunds will be issued after March 3rd.
• Substitutions in attendance can be made at any time. 

Lodging
A room block is being held in the Huntley Lodge at the Big Sky Resort with special room 
rates starting at $174/night plus tax until February 17th.   Make your reservation by 
calling 1-800-548-4486. Please reference the “Big Sky Pulmonary Conference.”
Special Requests
The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services attempts to provide 
reasonable accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person 
participating in any service, program or activity of the Department. Alternative accessible 
formats of this document will be provided upon request. Please notify Michelle Quinn at 
406-243-4866 to request accommodations or alternative formats or if you have a food 
allergy or dietary restrictions.

QUESTIONS? Contact Michelle Quinn, Conference Planner at 406-243-4866 or 
michelle.quinn@umontana.edu

SAVE A STAMP! Register online at: https://www.umt.edu/ce/secure/cps/bigskypulmonary


